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Information

TICKET BOOKING
Friday art lectures held at towner - cost per talk: Members: £10
non-members: £12. other events: prices as stated.
Tickets are available by post from Philip Anson, 34 Martello Road, Eastbourne,
BN22 7SS. cheques payable to “eastbourne arts circle”,
please include an sae, or from the Tourist Information Centre,
or via the link on our web site: www.eastbourneartscircle.org.uk
Enquiries 08432 895129.
Tickets at the reduced rate for members are ONLY available
in advance from Philip, or on the door, and are NOT available
from the Council’s Tourist Information Centre or on our web site.

It is with sadness that we have recently been informed that one of our long time
members has recently died - Victoria Heseltine. She was a feisty lady who
attended many of our events, inspite of huge physical difficulties.

Please support the advertisers, whose revenue is important to us.
Tell them where you saw the advert!
If you would like to advertise in the next Eastbourne Arts Circle
Newsletter please contact: John at haydon.j@sky.com

eastbourne arts circle - Formerly Friends of the towner
Registered charity no 306339
Patron The Duke of Devonshire KCVO, CBE, DL

Honorary secretary Christine Gawad

President The Mayor of Eastbourne

advertising John Haydon
haydon.j@sky.com

chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis
Vice chairman Dr Helen Rufus-Ward
Honorary treasurer Philip Anson

editor Claire Patterson-Snell
Printing EBC Printing Services
printingservices@eastbourne.gov.uk

Cover Picture:
Sir Stanley Spencer, Saint Francis and his Birds, 1935, © Tate Britain
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Chairman’s Letter
Dear Members
As this is my last
letter to you all as
chair for Eastbourne
Arts Circle, I would
like to thank
everyone for your
support in these last
years. I took
over when our organisation was going
through great transitional difficulties,
and I like to think that the work that I
and the committee did has born fruit.
What a pleasure it has been.
I am a believer in change and moving
on. In Helen Rufus-Ward we will have
a great chairman, with her ideas, and
ability to organise. I will step into the
vice-chair, a role that I will enjoy. I am
so involved in other things that I felt this
was necessary, and also that a new
slant on our work can evolve. I will still
do the job I like best... organising a
varied programme of events.
One of the nicest things has been the
friends I have made as your chairman.
While I am terrible at remembering
names, I know everyone who comes to
the Birley or the gallery. That is a very
precious thing.
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We all feel very proud of the Art
Bursaries we created. (See the winning
artists and their work starting on page
10.) This has not only given some
talented young artists some financial
help, but it is in place to remember our
much missed friend and colleague
Geoffrey Williams. We must thank
Eastbourne College for their help in
presenting this event.
Which brings me to the exciting
prospect of the new lecture theatre
in the gallery. This is now a definite
prospect and not just a hope. How
grateful we will always be to Sally
Sainsbury for the generous bequest
she left to us which gave us the chance
to make a huge donation to help the
gallery. Once the new lecture theatre
is built we will have a superb place to
present our events, which will be
something to look forward to. I am told
that it has to be up and running by
March 2017.
I look forward to our next event.
Elizabeth
Email: emuirlewis@gmail.com

Friday Art Lectures

All talks
2.30-4.30pm

Stanley Spencer
with Peter Scott
Friday 13 May, 2.30pm
Towner, College Road

Peter Scott is back with another
fascinating lecture this time on British
painter sir stanley spencer (1891-1959).
Spencer was an isolated eccentric with
no affiliation to any particular artistic
movement, therefore remaining relatively
unaffected by modern art. Instead,
Spencer utilised his extraordinary visual
imagination to produce unusual and
significant works. Spencer is well-known
for his controversial Biblical scenes set in
the village of Cookham which expressed his
intense but unconventional Christian faith.

sir stanley spencer,
Saint Francis and his Birds, 1935,
© Tate Britain

Peter scott is a lecturer and guide at Tate Britain,
Tate Modern and the Dulwich Picture Gallery.
He also lectures for a wide range of organisations
including NADFAS.

tickets £12
(eac members £10)
Refreshments included in ticket price.
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Birley Centre Event

Sir Henry Wood
Promenade
Concerts
with David Pickard
(Proms Director)
sponsored by
the richard lewis trust

Sunday 29 May, 3pm
Birley Centre, Carlisle Road
David Pickard has had two plum
jobs in the music profession –
artistic Director with the
Glyndebourne Festival opera House
and this year he became the Director
of the sir Henry Wood Promenade concerts.

David Pickard
Photo by David Fernandes

David will talk about both of these major festivals, and what it is like
to be in charge and how such different projects complement each other.
His talk will illuminate the world of great music and great artists and show
the audience what goes on behind the scenes. How many of us have sat
in the Albert Hall hearing our first music – through David’s eyes we will be
taken behind the stage to see how it works.
tickets £13 (eac members £11)
Refreshments included in ticket price.
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Birley Centre Event

Lehár and Puccini:
Tunesmiths Extraordinaire
with
Robin Gregory
Sunday 12 June, 3pm

Birley Centre, Carlisle Road
Soaring melody sung by real singers
against a background of rich orchestration:
that’s opera by Puccini. Precisely the
same can be said of the operettas of
Franz Lehár. So why do we hear so
few of his works in this country?
And what are we missing?
robin Gregory’s passion is the study
of great singers. He wrote and presented,
for example, thirty-six studies of Great
Tenors on BBC Radio Two, to huge
audiences. The best of his extensive
record collection will be on show as he
compares and contrasts the music of
Puccini and Lehár. If a great tune can
move you, be sure to bring
a hanky!

tickets £13 (eac members £11)
Refreshments included.
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Art Lectures at Towner

Sandro Botticelli
with Richard Cupidi
Friday 17 June,
2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road,
Eastbourne
richard cupidi is back to give
another fascinating talk this
time on renaissance master:
sandro botticelli (1445-1510).
Italian painter Botticelli worked at the
time of the city of Florence’s greatest
intellectual and artistic flowering
producing some of the most beautiful
paintings of the Italian Renaissance.
Many of his paintings incorporate
philosophical and allegorical meanings.
Sadly Botticelli was to die in obscurity
but was rediscovered and inspired the
Pre-Raphaelites in the 19th century.
richard cupidi is an experienced American
born art historian and adult education tutor
based in Brighton.
tickets £12 (eac members £10)
Refreshments included.
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Primavera, Sandro Botticelli,
c.1482, Tempera on panel,
© Galleria degli Uffici

Art Lectures at Towner

Life after Life:
The Magic of
Egyptian Tomb
Painting
with
Dr Jeannie Labno

Friday 22 July, 2.30pm
Towner, Carlisle Road,
Eastbourne

The Ba of Nefertiti, wife
of Ramessess II

Dr Jeannie Labno’s talk will focus on the spectacular tomb paintings of
Ancient Egypt (a civilisation that existed for over 3,000 years), exploring
the fantastical and magical world of the Afterlife…a life after life. Because
of the dry climate in Egypt these beautiful tomb paintings have survived
in a rich palette of red, blue, gold, black and yellow. Jeannie’s talk will
deconstruct the symbolism and bring the hopes and beliefs of these
ancient people back to life.
Dr Jeannie Labno is a highly experienced art historian and university
lecturer who has taught and published on the art of the Italian and
Polish Renaissance and Ancient Egypt.
tickets £12
(eac members £10)
Refreshments included.
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Geoffrey Williams Arts Bursary
The presentation of the Art Bursary in memory of our dear committee member
Geoffrey Williams took place on the 5th March at the Birley Centre. The idea
of a bursary, which is in its second year, was set up to support young Eastbourne
artists and was the brainchild of our Chairman Elizabeth Muir-Lewis.
The bursary, open to students attending Eastbourne schools, includes a
total of four bursaries of £250 awarded to GSCE and A level categories.
The prizes were awarded by Mayor of Eastbourne Councillor Janet Coles.
The lucky winners were:
16+ A Level category:
rebecca nurse (Eastbourne College)
adipa Klomchitcharden (Moira House)
14-16 GCSE Category:
alice collyer (Ratton School)
lauren Hunnisett (Ratton School)
Two further certificates were given in
the Highly Commended category:
aimee Pearson
(Eastbourne College)
Madeleine crosswell
(Cavendish School)

rebecca nurse of Eastbourne College
and her winning art installation

Winning artwork by
adipa Klomchitcharden
of Moira House
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Arts Bursary Winners

Winning textile by alice collyer
of Ratton School

lauren Hunnisett of Ratton School
with her winning artwork

Madeleine crosswell of Cavendish School
with her Highly Commended
pomegranate art work
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Arts Bursary continued..

We are most grateful to Linda Salway
and Zara Crosgrove of Eastbourne
College, also the judges Elda
Abramson, Julian Sutherland-Beatson
and Emma Mason for their help and
support.
The Arts Circle Committee were
impressed with the quality of entrants
and look forward to next years entrants!

Art Bursary photos supplied by
Christine Gawad.

aimee Pearson of Eastbourne College
with her Highly Commended art work

Cabaret
Harmony Humour & Hats
with vocal trio

Annie, Julia and Susan
For that special occasion call on ...

Ladies

with

Hats

! For enquiries, photos & bookings of this trio and pianist
contact Susan on 01323 640257
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ARTS CIRCLE
SUPPORT EXHIBITION

Recording Britain
eastbourne arts circle are
delighted to have fully funded
the excellent Recording Britain
exhibition at towner.
It is a popular travelling exhibition
organised by the Victoria and Albert
Museum and features many
beautiful watercolours by well-known
British artists such as John Piper
and Barbara Jones.
At the Private View on the 4th of
February (to which all our members
were invited) our chairman Elizabeth
Muir-Lewis had the honour of
officially opening the exhibition
in recognition of Eastbourne
Arts Circle’s support.

John Piper, The Duck House, c. 1940,
watercolour, © V & A, London

Don’t miss this great
exhibition, it will be
running until 26th June.

Elizabeth Muir-Lewis opening
Recording Britain
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Murals under threat
important Hans Feibusch Murals under
threat as old town church is marked
for demolition
Due to the planned demolition of
St Elizabeth’s church in Old Town
important murals decorating the crypt
will be lost. The murals, which are key
works of modern British mural painting,
were designed and painted by the German
émigré artist Hans Feibusch (1898-1998)
in the 1940s especially for the church’s crypt.
The murals tell the story of John Bunyan’s
The Pilgrim’s Progress. This story was brought
to our attention by Eastbourne art gallery owner
Emma Mason who commented that the future of the
murals is not good as there is no plan at present to save them. According
to Emma there are several challenges to their conservation including funding
and a long term home for them going into the future. For those who want to
read more, there is an excellent feature on the murals in the April issue of
The World of Interiors Magazine.
Big thanks to Emma for drawing our attention to this threat to Eastbourne’s
art heritage. If you want to know more or have any positive thoughts on the future
of these murals please contact Emma Mason sales@emmamason.co.uk
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What’s On at Towner
Melanie Manchot:
Peoples Places Propositions
10 April - 10 July 2016
Towner presents the first major
exhibition of new and recent work by
London-based photographer, video
and installation artist Melanie Manchot.
People, Places, Propositions is the
most significant exhibition of Melanie
Manchot’s work to date in the UK,
including the premiere of Out of Bounds
(2016), a cinematic two-part installation
shot in the alpine mountains of
Engelberg in Switzerland. Out of
Bounds sits alongside the multi-channel
video installations Twelve (2015), an
exploration of lives spent in addiction
and recovery, and 11/18 (2015) a
nine-screen durational studio portrait,
seven years in the making, which
enquires into the nature of time,
duration and commitment.

Recording Britain
Now until 26 June 2016
At the outbreak of the Second World
War an ambitious scheme was set up
to employ artists on the home front to
record the changing landscape
of Britain. Sir Kenneth Clark
commissioned artists to paint
‘places and buildings of characteristic
national interest’, documenting rural
and urban environments and precious
buildings under threat, not only from
bombs but from the effects of
‘progress’ and development. The result
was a collection of more than 1500
watercolours of which 49 are on display
in this exhibition.
Now held by the Victoria and Albert
Museum, Recording Britain features
many beautiful watercolours by prolific
artists such as John Piper, Kenneth
Rowntree and Barbara Jones along
with a number of lesser-known
contributors. By focusing on quiet
corners and local scenes, Recording
Britain takes us off the beaten track of
iconic British landmarks and postcard
images.
In addition to works from the original
collection, the exhibition will feature a
selection of contemporary works
including paintings and photographs.

Image: Melanie Manchot, Out of Bounds, 2016.
Two channel video installation, colour, sound.

Exhibition organised by the Victoria
and Albert Museum, London.
Funded by Eastbourne Arts Circle.
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Forthcoming Events

english landscape
Painters
with
Dr Prasanajit De Silva

Fra angelico
with
Richard Cupidi

Man ray
with
John Perrin

the Pre-raphaelites
with
Bryan Davies

More information to follow in next Newsletter

BEST WESTERN Lansdowne Hotel is a breath of fresh air in one of the loveliest locations on the south coast. Overlooking
the Western Lawns on Eastbourneųs uncommercialised seafront, the hotel provides you with the ideal base for a short
break, longer holiday, family celebration, company conference, or just an overnight stay.
The hotel has a wide range of excellent en-suite bedrooms with modern facilities.
There are comfortable lounges facing the sea and games facilities including two snooker rooms, conference and function
rooms which take up to 80 delegates, and in the evening the hotel comes alive in the attractive Regency Bar and the
popular Devonshire Restaurant.
Street parking and lock up garages at an additional nightly charge, please contact reception or our website for further
LQIRUPDWLRQ(DVWERXUQHųVOLYHO\WKHDWUHVDQGVKRSVDUHQHDUE\
Throughout the year, we run a programme of special breaks including Christmas, New Year, Easter, golf and Bridge. Call
us for our hotel and special breaks brochure, or visit our website.

Meetings ů Afternoon Teas ů Lunches ů Dinners ů Christmas ů Bar Snacks ů Seminars ů Accommodation - Weddings
King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, East Sussex BN21 4EE
T. 01323 725 174 F. 01323 739 721
Reservations Direct Dial 01323 745 483
Sales and Events Direct Dial 01323 745 485
sales@lansdowne-hotel.co.uk www.lansdowne-hotel.co.uk

Recommend a friend to EAC !
recommend a friend to become a member of the
Eastbourne Arts Circle, and receive a complimentary
ticket to an event of your choice.

Johann Zoffany, The Tribuna of the Uffizi (detail), 1772/7 ©Royal Collection

If your friend joins us we will offer you a free ticket to an event of your
choice – so recommend someone today by completing the form below.
Name and address of member ................................................................
..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................
Name and address of person interested in becoming a member of EAC
..................................................................................................................
..................................................................................................................
(They will receive our latest newsletter, together with a membership application
form).
Please complete and send to: Christine Gawad, 71 Parkway, Eastbourne,
BN20 9DZ.
A ticket voucher, valid for any Eastbourne Arts Circle event (subject
to seat availability), will be sent to you, once the person you have
recommended becomes a member.

Mirabelle Dining Events
at the Grand 2016
Join us in the Mirabelle Restaurant, Eastbourne.
Highest rated Restaurant in East Sussex
in the Good Food Guide.
18th May
13th July
3rd August
7th September
30th November

Celebrating Sussex dinner
An Evening in Bordeaux dinner
A Seaside lunch
Spice Evening 5 dinner
Scandinavian Christmas dinner

£70.00
£70.00
£40.00
£70.00
£70.00

Tables of 4/6 and 8 are available and all these events
include an aperitif and wine.
Best to book early…. These events are always popular!
Call our reservations department
on 01323 412345
Follow us on twitter – www.twitter.com/grandeastbourne
Facebook – www.facebook.com/grandhoteleastbourne

The Grand Hotel, King Edwards Parade, Eastbourne, BN21 4EQ.
www.grandeastbourne.com

PAN OR AM IC
WEALTH MANAGEMENT LIMITED

Panoramic Wealth Management limited
originates from over 25 years and since then has been
advising many clients in the Eastbourne areas and surrounds.
Gary Jefferies, Managing Director who is highly qualified
has personally been in the industry for over 30 years.
He was for 6 years a main Board Director of what is
now the Personal Finance Society. In addition he has been
a contributor to local and National press.
The firm’s advice is of a very personal confidential nature.
Meetings can either take place at our office or your home to suit
your requirements. We look to build long term on-going relationships
based on trust that allows you feel comfortable dealing with
ourselves in respect your personal financial affairs.
The main areas we advise clients is in respect of:Planning your retirement
Maximising income in the most appropriate manner.
investment of trust funds and estate Planning
Preparing for and Funding of long term care
Panoramic Wealth Management limited
2nd Floor Richmond Terrace,
49 London Road, Tunbridge Wells,
Kent. TN1 1DT
Tel: 01892 559 555
Email us: journey@panoramicwealth.co.uk

Panoramic Wealth Management ltd is authorised and regulated
by the Financial conduct authority

